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SECRET ATHENS 4530 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, CY, GR, TU 

SUBJECT: POTENTIAL AFTERMATH OF COUP 

1. MAKARIOS' ESCAPE FROM ASSASSINATION ONCE AGAIN 
COULD REPRESENT A SIGNAL FAILURE IN THE EXECUTION OF 

THE COUP. MOREOVER, CYPRIOT RADIO ANNOUNCEMENT QUICKLY 
FOLLOWING THE COUP THAT MAKARIOS KILLED INDICATES THIS 
PART OE PRE-ESTABLISHED SCENARIO. THE CAREFULLY PREPARED 
SAMPSON STATEMENT OF THE STRONG ANTI-COMMUNIST "MOVEMENT 
OF NATIONAL SALVATION" ALSO UNDOUBTEDLY PART OF SAME 
SCENARIO. FAILURE TO KILL MAKARIOS CLEARLY COMPLICATES 
THE CONSOLIDATION OE A NEW REGIME BY SAMPSON BACKERS. 

2. WITH MAKARIOS NOW IN A POSITION OF PERSONAL SAFETY 
COMBINED WITH BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE ANNOUNCEMENT IT 
CONTINUES TO RECOGNIZE MAKARIOS GOVERNMENT, POSITION OF 
THE REBELS COULD BECOME PRECARIOUS. THIS IS PARTICULARLY 
LIKELY IF RESISTANCE ON THE ISLAND SHOULD CONTINUE. IT 
SEEMS DIFICULT TO BELIEVE THAT, WITH THE EXPERTISE OE 

THE GREK CYPRIOT COMMUNIST PARTY, ONE OF THE BEST 
ORGANIZED COMMUNIST PARTIES ANYWHERE, A VERY STRONG 
COMMUNIST-DOMINATED TRADE UNION AND AN ACTIVE SOCIALIST 
PARTY UNDER STRONGLY LEFTIST LYSARRIDES, WHO HAD 
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DEVELOPED SOME SORT OF PARA-MILITARY FORCES OE HIS OWN, 
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ARMED RESISTANCE TO GREEK LED CYPRIOT NATIONAL GUARD, 

WILL NOT CONTINUE. II CIRCUMSTANCES, ONE COULD EXPECT THE 
USSR TO SEEK TO RUSH MILITARY SUPPLIES TO THOSE RESIST- 
ING, ALTHOUGH ISLAND PROBABLY ALREADY POSSESSES LARGE 
SUPPLIES OF ARMS CLANDESTINGELY CACHED. USSR WOULD THEN 
SIMPLY BE RESPONDING TO REQUEST OF LEGITIMATE HEAD OF 
AN INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT AND UN MEMBER. 

3. IF FIGHTING SHOULD CONTINUE, IT SEEMS LIKELY GOT 

WOULD FEEL UNDER INCREASED PRESSURE TO AUGMENT ITS FORCES 
IN CYPRUS. THEY ARE LEGITIMATE UNDER TERMS OF LONDON-ZURICH 
AGREEMENTS AS ONE OF THREE QUARANTOR POWERS. IN THE 
EVENT TURKS CYPRIOTS KILLED, INJURED OR SERIOUSLY THREATENED, 
PRESSURE UPON TURKY TO ACT LIKELY TO BE EVEN GREATER. 

4. IN LATTER EVENT, HARD TO BELIEVE lOANNIDES WOULD NOT 
FEEL HE MUST AUGMENT GREEK FORCES. INCIDENTALLY, IF 
FIGHTING IS PROTRACTED OR THREATENS TO BECOME SO, 
lOANNIDES MAY TRY TO AUGMENT GREEK FORCES IN ANY FEASIBLE 
WAY, E.G., EVEN CLANDESTINE INFILTRATION SINCE THE 
LONGER AND MORE INDEPENDENT THE RESISTANCE, THE MORE 
DISASTROUS THE ENTIRE OPERATION COULD BECOME FOR 
lOANNIDES. 

5. EMBASSY BELIEVES THERE IS REASON TO LAY THIS OPERA- 
TION AT THE DOOR OF KYP, GREEK CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
ORGANIZATION. A CLEAR FAILURE BY lOANNIDES, GIVEN 
GREEK TENDENCY TO ABANDON LEADERS WHO FAIL, COULD 
SERIUSLY UNDERMINE lOANNIDES JUNTA. lOANNIDES IS LIKELY 
TO FEEL UNDER PRESSURE, AND OUR CONTRACT WITH HIM TODAY 
INDICATES HIS ACTIONS MAY REFLECT THIS NERVOUS CONDITION, 

SO THAT HE MAY MOVE TO ENSUR ESTABLISHMENT OF SAMPSON 
REGIME AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. UNLESS HE SUCCEEDS HE COULD 
WELL FALL INTO GREAT TROUBLE WITH OTHER MEMBER OF 
MILITARY HEIRACHY, PARTICULARLY SINCE lOANNIDES 

NOW CLAIMS HE DID NOT KEEP THEM INFORMED, ASSERTION 
FOR WHICH THERE IS SOME SUPPORTING EVIDENCE. 

6. A FINAL WORD ABOUT SAMPSON; A REVIEW OF OUR 
BIOGRAPHIC DATA AND KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THIS MAN CONFIRMS 
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THE IMPRESSION WE HAVE HAD OF HIM HITHERTO. 

HIS IS AN OUT AND OT GANGSTER, A GORILLA-TYPE WITH 
NO COMPUNCTIONS AGAINST MURDER AND ASSASSINATION. HE 
MAY WELL BE CONSIDERED AS POTENTIALLY A PLIABLE TOOL 
FOR lOANNIDES, BUT IT SEEMS MORE LIKELY HE WOULD BE A 
MARKED LIABILITY IN MOST RESPECTS. 

7. THE GOT MAY FEEL THAT IN THE FINA ANALYSIS IT IS 
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BETTER OEE DEALING WITH A DIRECT AGENT OE ATHENS RATHER 
THAN BOTH ATHENS AND MAKARIOS. THIS WAS PAPADOPOULOS 
LINE, AND GOT, RECALLING THIS, MAY FEEL A DEAL BETWEEN 
THE TWO MILITARY TO SETTLE CYPRUS ISSUE ALONG WITH OTHERS 
BETWEEN GREECE AND TURKY, MAY NOW BE EASIER TO REALIZE. 
THIS IS PARTICULARLY TRUE IN LIGHT OF STRONG PUBLIC 
ASSURANCES GOG AND SAMPSON GROUP ARE PUTTING OUT 
PROCLAIMING THEIR FIRM ADHERENCE TO THE PRINCIPLE OF A 
UNITED, SOVEREIGN AND INDEPENDENT CYPRUS, AS WELL AS THEIR 
CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS TO ESTAB- 
LISHED STABILIZED AND VIABLE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
TWO GROUPS ON THE ISLAND. 

8. AT SAME TIME IT SHOULD HAVE BEEN CLEAR TO TURKISH 
GOVERNMENT FROM INITIAL STAGES OF ATHENS/NICOSIA QUARREL 
THAT TOLERANCE OF GREEK REGIME LEADERS HAD DEFINITE LIMITS. 
UNCHARACTERISTICALLY RELAXED ATTITUDE ON TURKISH SIDE 
SUPPORTS SPECULATION THAT GREEK/TURKISH COMMUNICATION IN 
PRIVATE CHANNEL, PROBABLY MILITARY, MAY HAVE PROVIDED 
REASSURANCE ESSENTIAL TO AVOID ESCALATING TURKISH 
REACTION, IF TRUE, TURKISH MILITARY LEADERS WITH 
FIRSTHAND KNOWLEDGE OF INTENTIONS OF GREEK COUNTERPARTS 
COULD CONSTITUTE SIGNIFICANT ELEMENT IN MAINTAINING 
ANKARA/ATHENS BALANCE IN THIS CRISIS. 

TASCA 
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